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This insightful and thought provoking new book is concerned with the British neglect of education in

Belize and the emergence of increased tensions between church, state, from the twin catalysts for

social change of the 1931 hurricane, and economic depression until independence in 1981. This

conflict has revealed a contradictory web of power structures and their influence, through the

medium of schools, on multi-cultural development. The argument is that by 1981, despite a

rhetoric-of-difference, a cohesive society was created rooted in the cultural values propagated

through an often contradictory church, state education system, and that Jesuit supremacy of

Belizean education came too late to unsettle or exploit grass root forces of cultural synthesis. Racial

conflict in Belize was chiefly habitual rhetoric and superficial.
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Gloomwing Review by David W. Hoffman - AuthorDr. Peter Hitchen's Education and Multi-Culturial

Cohesion in the Caribbean: The Case of Belize, 1931-1981 presents an interesting perspective on

the history of Belize and its peoples. To better understand the significance of this thesis I did a

search on  for other history books on the subject of the Caribbean and in particular Belize. I found



little that the public can easily obtain and I found this a bit disturbing. Every person, in every country,

has the right to have their history recorded and easily accessible, especially in this day and age with

the power of the Internet available to nearly everyone.Taking this into account the information

presented in Dr. Hitchen's book is invaluable to anyone researching the history of the Caribbean or

in particular Belize. In fact, there is so much information presented that this reviewer found it hard to

digest it all.The book begins by referencing events between 1838 -1931 to help build historical

context for the events following 1931. Thereafter the era between 1931 and 1981 is focused on,

bringing into forefront the effects of the lacking education system, conflict between church and state,

the impact of "The Great Hurricane" of 1931, and finally the independence of Belize. What I found

most interesting is the inclusion of excerpts from actual interviews Dr. Hitchen has conducted with

citizens of Belize. This adds a touch of humanity beyond the typical historical book and helps to

bring to life the history of Belize.However, it is important to note that the level of writing demands a

good vocabulary, Dr. Hitchen has included a glossary for the more obscure terms, and the

complexity of the writing demands patience in sifting through the wealth of information presented.
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